Meeting The
COVID-19
Challenge
Affordable, safe and responsible
solutions for businesses returning to
work after COVID-19.

Who we are…
Recognized as an industry-leading provider of multi-disciplined
engineering and technical services, GFA International, Inc. (GFA)
has grown to become an authority on geotechnical engineering
and environmental consulting in South Florida over the past
32 years. In a move to further strengthen their geographical
footprint in Florida and beyond, GFA recently merged with
Universal Engineering Sciences (UES).
With offices in Florida, Georgia, Metro DC and the Carolinas,
Universal Engineering Sciences (UES) is a 56-year-old company
providing similar core services to GFA including geotechnical
engineering, environmental consulting, construction materials
testing and inspections, building code compliance and facilities
consulting.
The combined company resources include 26 offices and a
workforce exceeding 1,200 highly skilled professionals ready
to service clients throughout the southeast and mid-Atlantic
regions.

GFA International (GFA) and Universal Engineering
Sciences (UES) have been recognized by our many
private and public sector clients as providers of
 Professional and innovative solutions,
 Effective and budget
conscious performance,
 Traditional work ethics and
 Tireless workmanship across all service lines
GFA/UES has established a reputation as a trusted
partner in delivering right solutions through
 Innovative approaches,
 Quality services and
 Engineering excellence

This strategic merger allows GFA and UES the ability to provide
their clients and their projects access to some of the best
engineering talent and resources available in the Southeast
and Mid-Atlantic region and service projects outside of their
traditional geographical footprint.
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How we can
help…
俶 At GFA/UES, safety is more than
just a priority, it’s woven into our
corporate values.
俶 As an essential part of our
business, our staff can provide the
very best in enhanced safety and
health measures.
俶 GFA/UES can help you meet your
COVID-19 related challenges by
getting your company back to
work in an affordable, safe and
responsible way.

Let us help
you…
this is what
we do!

COVID-19 Service Lines
 COVID-19 Response Plan
Development
 Cleaning and Disinfecting Protocols
 Cleaning Activity Oversight
 Surface Testing
 Onsite Temperature Screening

As environmental health & safety consultants,
our in-house Certified Industrial Hygienists
(CIH) and Certified Safety Professionals (CSP)
have developed COVID-19 services and training
programs with the latest, most comprehensive
and accurate information available based on
relevant OSHA standards and CDC guidelines.

 Competent Person Training
 Staffing full or part time COVID-19
Coordinator for Construction Sites
 Infectious Disease Exposure Control
Program
 OSHA-Required Written Program
Development
 Training Classes
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SITE SPECIFIC
We can help with specific site needs, such as:
PLANNING

COVID-19 RESPONSE
PLAN DEVELOPMENT
We can develop a comprehensive
OSHA-based, site-specific COVID-19
Response Plan which will be based on
the needs of your operations and will
ensure the safety of your employees
and visitors. This includes:

The development of a detailed, companywide Infectious Disease Control to address
the unique challenges posed by COVID-19.

COMMAND & CONTROL
We will train your own COVID-19 Job
Site Coordinator or provide a COVID-19
Coordinator for you.

Education

Construction

Banking

Commercial

Healthcare/
Medical

Government/
Municipal

Daycare

Petcare

COMMUNICATION
We can provide extensive communications
to all your team members in line with OSHA,
the World Health Organization (WHO) and
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance
regarding minimizing the risk of infection,
practicing effective hygiene measures, and
avoiding heightened risk situations, among
other important COVID-19 operational
protocols.
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WORKING
TOGETHER

CLEANING IT
RIGHT

RISK
MANAGEMENT

PROTECTING THE
LUNGS

RESPIRATOR FIT
TESTING

We can help you create
appropriate travel
restrictions and social
distancing protocols.

We can provide sitespecific instructions
and protocols on how
to clean and apply
disinfect in your facility,
as well as post cleaning
testing to demonstrate
cleaning effectiveness.

We will identify high
traffic areas and
touch points.

We can help select the
appropriate respirator
selection and proper use.

We can provide training
and fit testing to
ensure protection.

TOOL
MANAGEMENT

DISEASE CONTROL

DISEASE
PROTOCOLS

REGULATORY
COMPLIANCE

SAFETY WITH
CHEMICALS

We can instruct on the
proper cleaning of tools
to help prevent the
spread of COVID-19.

We can train and create
protocols addressing
Infectious Agents in
your workplace.

We can help you
determine appropriate
infectious disease control
standards and help you
design your protocols
and provide necessary
training using easy to
use checklists to assist
in documentation.

We can train and equip
you with special OSHA
reporting guidance
required under
COVID-19 situations.

We can provide your
employees with
Hazardous Material
Awareness Training. We
will help you identify the
Safety Data Sheets your
employees will need to
have at their fingertips
when handling chemicals.
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SURFACE TESTING OPTIONS
PROTOCOLS FOR CLEANING AND
DISINFECTING
GFA/UES’s team of Certified Industrial Hygienists
and Safety Professionals can create a buildingspecific cleaning protocol to include information
tailored to the client’s specific project, disinfectant
selection, personal protective equipment, processes,
waste disposal, verification options, and project
documentation including easy-to-use checklists and
work logs.
These documents are designed to provide information
that remediation contractors and trained cleaning
personnel can incorporate into their work plan to
implement effective infection-control practices.
Use of protocols prepared by Safety Professionals
assists in minimizing exposure to the SARS-COV-2
virus that causes Coronavirus (COVID-19).
Protocols are designed to ensure cleaning activities
focus on compliance with CDC guidance thorough
cleaning of surfaces, particularly “high-risk” or “hightouch” areas, and on the targeted use of disinfectants
for an infection-control strategy.
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GFA/UES now offers post-cleaning/disinfecting surface sampling for our clients.
These tests can be used to help determine whether your own or your contractors cleaning
and disinfecting practices are effective.
We work with our laboratory partners to offer several methods to our clients for surface
testing at schools, restaurants, medical facilities, senior living, airports, and anywhere that
post-cleaning surface testing is of critical importance.

俶 ATP (adenosine triphosphate)
俶 Surrogate fungal/bacterial biomass
俶 SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) Surface Sampling

These services are usually be paired with protocol preparation especially designed for
your operations.
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ATP SURFACE SAMPLING

MOLD OR BACTERIA SURFACE SAMPLING

 Although not specific to the SARS-COV-2
virus, is a long-time established industry
testing method involving a tool to measure
ATP (adenosine triphosphate) which is an
enzyme present in all organic matter, living
and once-living, including blood, saliva and
bacteria.

 Surface testing for mold or bacteria biomass
using technology developed by Myometer
Inc.

 ATP surface testing measures the residual
organic matter that may remain after a
surface, device or piece of equipment is
cleaned.

 This testing will also provide immediate
onsite results and be displayed as pass or
fail.

 This technology can differentiate between
bacteria and fungi using different chemistry
and has been tested and verified by the EPA
(2011).

 Immediate cleanness results will be displayed
as either “passing” or “failing”.
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COVID-19 COMPETENT PERSON TRAINING
SARS-COV-2 (COVID-19) SURFACE
SAMPLING

GFA/UES can offer an on-site COVID-19 Competent Person or offer
training for your designated COVID-19 On-site Competent Person
 Training classs to assist owners and contractors who need to provide a COVID-19 competent
person

 Molecular diagnostic swab test that detects
the genetic signature (RNA) of the SARSCoV-2 virus in swab samples from surfaces
using clinical instrumentation

 Customized training available for larger classes or those who wish to have a private on-line live
class customized to their company need

 These tests quantify the viral RNA using real
time reverse transcription polymerase chain
reaction (PCR)
 Positive results indicate the presence of the
viral genetic material SARS-CoV-2 nucleic
material but does not rule out the presence
of other viral and bacterial contamination
 The results are reported as detected or nondetected per sample provided.
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COVID-19 COORDINATOR FOR CONSTRUCTION SITES
 An Onsite COVID-19 Coordinator can
help to reduce the risk of COVID-19
transmission on the jobsite or in the
workplace.
 Worksite exposure can come from
contact with coworkers, visitors,
subcontractors, and vendors.
 Clear communication from employers
regarding guidance consistent with
the Center for Disease Control (CDC)
and OSHA promotes confidence in
their ability to protect workers and
subsequently reduces absenteeism.
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 An established coordinator addresses
operational jobsite factors including
jobsite access; staff screening;
assessing workers for symptoms;
practices for cleaning and disinfecting
high-risk
transmission
areas;
promoting social distancing and
personal hygiene; and implementing
CDC and OSHA guidance.

COVID-19 COORDINATOR FOR
CONSTRUCTION SITES
GFA/UES can provide a trained GFA/UES employee
on your construction site to serve as the COVID-19
Coordinator
 May be required by City/County Regulations
 Contractor may not want to assign staff or
provide required training for this role
 Primary contractor may require subcontractors
provide a COVID-19 Competent Person on the
jobsite
 Allows for full or part time monitoring of
COVID-19 rules
 Social Distancing
 Handwashing
 Cleaning/Disinfecting
 Respond to officials who come onsite to
check
 Provide COVID-19 Temperature Screening
Services
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ONSITE TEMPERATURE SCREENING
WRITTEN PLAN DEVELOPMENT
FOR OSHA STANDARDS
Under the supervision of a Medical
Doctor and our Director of Environmental
Health and Safety, UES/GFA can provide
temperature screeners at the entrance to
facilities wherein work is ongoing.
We will perform non-invasive temperature
checks, collect information on symptoms
through a questionnaire under protocols
written by a medical doctor.
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GFA/UES’s team of Certified Industrial Hygienists
and Safety Professionals can create an Infectious
Disease Exposure Control Program tailored to your
company.
The written program required by OSHA will serve
as a standard operating guideline for the purpose
of eliminating or minimizing the risk of an exposure,
provide information regarding communicable
diseases, and deliver usable guidelines in the event
of an exposure.
Once adopted, the program can be communicated to
employees, monitored for effective implementation,
and utilized as an important part of your internal
training. Additionally, GFA/UES can create all your
company-specific, OSHA-required written plans
including but not limited to hazard communication,
respiratory protection, and personal protective
equipment.

MEETING THE COVID~19 CHALLENGE

19

TRAINING CLASSES
Developed by our in-house EHS experts, our courses
deliver the latest, most comprehensive and accurate
information based on relevant OSHA standards and
CDC guidelines. New courses are continuously being
added. Current topics include:

 2 hour Controlling Exposure
- Working Around Infectious
Agents Health and Safety
Awareness Training Course
 4-hour Worksite COVID-19
Training for the Competent
Person
 1-Hour COVID-19 Awareness for
the Work Place Training Course
(English and Spanish)
 HAZWOPER 24 Hour
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2 hour Controlling Exposure - Working Around Infectious Agents
Health and Safety Awareness Training Course
This training will highlight four OSHA regulations
applicable to working around infectious agents.
This is not a Coronavirus-specific training. It will
cover the four regulatory standards including
safety data sheets, chemical storage, personal
protective equipment use and assessments,
requirements of the respiratory protection
program and use and maintenance of respirators.
Bloodborne pathogens will be discussed with
additional information on infectious disease,
including the most up to date general information
on COVID-19.

This web-based training will include:
 Hazard Communication
 Personal Protective Equipment
 Respiratory Protection
 Bloodborne Pathogens/Infectious Disease
 This training is approximately 2.5 hours.
 Each attendee will receive a
certificate of training to apply
towards their OSHA compliance.
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4-hour Worksite COVID-19 Training for the
Competent Person

1-Hour COVID-19 Awareness for the Work Place Training Course
(English and Spanish)

Many General Contractors and Government
Agencies are requiring each contractor/
subcontractor provide a COVID-10 Competent
Person on every jobsite. This training will assist
those designated as the COVID-19 competent
person to learn about the latest information on
the disease; review the four OSHA regulations
applicable to working around infectious
agents; understand the best COVID-19 related
worksite safety practices including managing,
communicating and documenting protocol;
recognize the appropriate care of respirators
and other PPE; and identify how to safely leave a
worksite to return home.

This training will allow all types of employees
to become familiar with the best work place
practices for the prevention of the spread
of infectious disease. The virus causing the
COVID-19 disease is an emerging pathogen and
new information is being provided every day
regarding new cases, transmission and response
actions, and therefore information will be as
current as the time of the presentation.

This web-based training will include:
 Hazard Communication
 Personal Protective Equipment
 Respiratory Protection
 Bloodborne Pathogens/Infectious Disease
 COVID-19 Awareness

This live web-based training will include:
 Corona Virus Facts
 Hand Washing
 Social Distancing
 Contagion Prevention
 Symptoms
 Bacteria vs. Virus vs. Fungi
 Cleaning - Disinfecting - Sanitizing
 Each attendee will receive a
certificate of training.

 Workplace Infection Prevention Techniques
 PPE Maintenance
 Leaving Work Safely Techniques
 Upon our receipt of a completed
and passing Quiz, each attendee
will receive a certificate of training
and site resource package.
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HAZWOPER 24 Hour

HAZWOPER OSHA 29 CFR 1910.120

Designed for hazardous waste and emergency
response workers who must satisfy their 24-hour
HAZWOPER training requirement.

The Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response Standard (HAZWOPER) applies to
five distinct groups of employers and their employees. This includes any employees who are
exposed or potentially exposed to hazardous substances -- including hazardous waste -- and who
are engaged in one of the following operations as specified by 1910.120(a)(1)(i-v) and 1926.65(a)(1)
(i-v):

The standards under 29 CFR Part 1910.120 (e)
require employees to complete appropriate
HAZWOPER training prior to entering or
beginning work on an uncontrolled hazardous
waste operation.
Examples of workers who qualify for this online training are:
俶 New Employees
俶 Hazardous Materials Technicians
俶 Hazardous Materials Specialists
俶 On-Scene Incident Commanders
俶 COVID-19 Employees Cleaning/Disinfecting Sites
俶 Mold Remediators
俶 Anyone needing to fulfill a 24-hour HAZWOPER requirement
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 clean-up operations -- required by a
governmental body, whether federal,
state, local, or other involving hazardous
substances -- that are conducted at
uncontrolled hazardous waste sites;
 corrective actions involving clean-up
operations at sites covered by the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976
(RCRA) as amended (42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.);
 voluntary clean-up operations at
sites recognized by federal, state,
local, or other governmental body as
uncontrolled hazardous waste sites;

 operations involving hazardous wastes
that are conducted at treatment, storage,
and disposal facilities regulated by Title
40 Code of Federal Regulations Parts
264 and 265 pursuant to RCRA, or by
agencies under agreement with U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency to
implement RCRA regulations; and
 emergency response operations for
releases of, or substantial threats of
releases of, hazardous substances
regardless of the location of the hazard.
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Benefits
of Hiring
GFA/UES
for
Protocol
and
Testing

CONTACT US
俶 Third party oversight
 No conflict of interest
 Board Certified Industrial Hygienist (CIH) oversight

Michelle McIntyre, MPH, CIH, CSP, CHSP
Director of Environmental Health and Safety
(239) 489-2443 office
(941) 374-8030 mobile

俶 Third party verification of cleaning effectiveness with testing

mmcintyre@teamgfa.com

俶 We use our extensive experience in safety regulations to create
protocols that also factor in safety requirements

Shannon Palombo

俶 We work for you to create a referral list of prescreened (health
and safety) contractors who are performing work

(239) 489-2443 office
spalombo@teamgfa.com

teamgfa.com

俶 Ensure work is done to CDC and other applicable guidelines
俶 Provide documentation of work performed and signed by CIH
俶 Our clients trust us for other services and can count on that
same level of professionalism to help oversee this sensitive
work for you.

universalengineering.com
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teamgfa.com
universalengineering.com

